Assignment – Computer History 
Step 1: Research and Summarization
Use your browsing skills on the web.  Look up sites about computing history, famous people in computing, key events in the development of computers, or early uses of computers.  Be sure to include some about things in the earlier history of computing – before the 1960s.
Hint: in addition to Googling, you might try your favorite news site, BBC, CNN, etc. and look for recent stories commemorating historical events (things that are still important enough to be news today when it is their anniversary).

Goal:  learn some things BEYOND what we discussed in class and something NOT IN THE BOOK. Discover some things YOU DID NOT KNOW before about computing.

Output (to turn in) – list of sites you explored, *your own* summary of what kind of things are there, maybe even your rating of the site.
Step 2: Analysis

Produce your own Top Ten list on the history of computing.  List, in order, number one most important, the most significant, amazing, interesting things you learned. Each one should be an interesting fact you learned about the history of computing.  At least some should be from earlier than the 1960s – some of the historical events leading up to modern computing.
Goal:  decision making about what's most relevant to you personally

Output (to turn in) – Numbered list of your personal Top Ten. For each give the fact a title and a 1 or 2 sentence description in your own words (do not just cut and paste from the web).  For each cite the source or sources (web sites you identified in step 1).
V3.0 Clarify Step 2 format and add going earlier that the 60s.
V2.0 Updated web search process (15 Jan 08)
W.L.Honig for Comp150, Fall 2007.  Adapted from The Analytical Engine Online.
